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SPEECH OF Ma. BRODHEAD,
OF PENNSYLVANIA,

Ou the Public Lands— Graduation and Reduction
of the price thereof, preferable to grants of alternate sections
(o aid in the conatruction of raflroads—grants to actual set-
tlers, cession to the States, §e., briefly considcred.

Ix vHe Bexare, Marcu 15, 1852,

Mr. BRODHEAD said: It is not my purpose, Mr. Pre-
sident, to make what is called & regulsr speech. As the
votes are about to be taken on this model und pioneer bill,
I only design briefly to explain those [ am about to give,
and the substitute’ I sm sbout to propose. The points
and propositions which will control my action upon this
and the many other similar bills granting alternste see-
tiras of the public lands, five miles on each side’of the
roud, (and doubling the price of those retained,) for the
purpose of aiding in the construction of ruilroads, I may
discuss fully hereafter. I will do little more than state
them now. ,

Much interest is felt, not only in the new but in the
old States, in regard to the public lands. New that the
slavery question seems to be settled, agitation in regard

to the public lands has commenced. A contest between |

the old und the new States, now threatened, !hul:lld be
avoided, and the questions settled upon just, eqmub!u,‘
and constitutional principles.

| rations, have no surplus love for the poor settlers. [ wish
to call thi
the way to let le know what we are
right for us to bulld & railroad, or to aid in b
| let ux dv 1% 6t once, not by indirection.
looking directly to, and having for their primaery phject a
| sale and settlement of the public lands, it follows, us a
| matter of course, that they involve the Federnl Govern-
| ment in a system of internal improvement ; opposition to
which has now become a fundsmental article in the ereed
of the Democratic party. We all know when a breach is
onge made in a constitution mt principle, how
easily and bow speedily it is wi . Last year one bill
of this sort passed, and now ten or fifteen are proposed,
asking ten or fifteen millions of acres. Next year the
number will be the same, if not greater.

Every intelligent man who bhas witnessed the working
of the Federal Government must see the tendency to con-
solidation. The States seem to be fast becoming mere
corporations, looking to the Federal Government for sup-

., Hitis
one,
not

| port. Co is constantly to overstep its
| legitimate powers., Annually h ts of land
| will be ssked, until all is exhausted in the States, and

| then applications will come from the Territories. Wher-
| ever there is power, there seems to be a tion to use
| and abuse it. All admit that o striet construction of the
Constitution—a forbearance to exercise any power, ex-
| cept where an ﬂm grant for it can be found in
| the Conmstitution—is necessary for the preservation and
perpetuity of this Government ; and yet the restrictions

I cunnot vute for these alternate.section railroad bills | oy, [yiiyitations of the Constitution seem to be of no avail

for several ieasons, Although T would iiks 1o do so very
much to accommodate the amiable, talented, and accom-

lished representatives from Iowa, (Messrs. Dovce und
gﬂh‘m.} whose bill is now under consideration. 1 feel
embarrassed, because my heartis on one side and my judg-
ment and duty as a Benator on the other.

Five propositions are now befere upon the
subject of the publie lands. Debate has been had upon
all, and bills submitted to curry some into effect ;

1. To grant alternate sections to aid in the construction
of raiiroads. Fifteen millions of acres per annum would
thus be taken for years to come. ;

2. .To divide them in kind among all the States—the old
Stutes taking as much as are given to the new ones, for
purposes of improvement.

3. To give them to actual settlers. About four millions
of acres per annum would thus be taken. Adopt this
plan, and continue the issue of land warrants now autho-
rized by law to the soldiers, and very little revenue will
be reeeived from the sales of the public lands, and the
expenses of the land system will be thrown upon the
Treasury.

4. To cede them to the States in which they lie.

wiien Ambitioi Drompts or interest leads the way. We
have & Govmmn ent fumddof external pnd infte&nll I;oive-
reignties. @ general and great purposes of the Union
are to protect us aguinst foreign ]I,.nruim,to defend us
against cemmotions and insurrections, and to regulate
our intercourse with foreign nations. All other matters,
with few exceptions, in the machinery of our Government,
are left to the States. If this doctrine of strict construe-
tion can be enforced, Congress will no longer be besieged
by jobbers, contractors, and speculators, and people will
cease to think that the world can be legislated into the
millennium, If discord among the States, rebellion, and
anarchy shall ever destroy this fair land, it will be be-
cause this Government has assumed powers not granted
by the Constitution. Look at the fearful ratio of increase
of expenditure upon the part of this Government. But
o few years ago the annual expenses only amounted to
sbout millions of dollars ; now they are over fifty
millions. It geems almost im ble to resist those who
come here to capture the public treasury, or appropriute

by their right names in legislation ; that is

of the population are the cultivators of the soil.

of liberty. Tt seewms to be our true policy that

ab,u‘m,nmumaﬁuhh,hhnmﬁuuu"

. Hence 1 now propose the

calculated to sccom

schemes. Lands which huthllMﬁm
; thase

sell for $1; those in market

ing twenty, eighty oents; those in market twenty, and
I:st exceeding twenty-five years, sell for sixty cents
nere ; those in market for twenty-five, Mmtmodf:;

thirty yeurs, sell for forty cents per aere; and those in
market more than thirty, sell for twenty cents. The bill

I pro also makupmvillmfwwml.
It Lp;o::ly on the ground that these bills will

promote sale and settlement that their constitutionality
is justified ; and I therefore submit that, waiving the con-

substitute would be much more efficlentin that
object, as well us more just and ochnim to all parts of
the country. Its constitutionali admitted by all, and
it is the only measure which I can pass the House

of Representatives. [ offer itasa measure.
It is urged us anoiber reason in favor of these bills,
that it would be unjust to permit the new States to con-
struct railroads whereby the value of the public domain
would be augmented, with making some adequate
compensation. It is said thakhe United States is a great
land proprietor, and should aid in g the country
and its own lands. Now, sir, there is a :
this argument. Does not every railroad and canal made,
from the Atlantic border to the Western waters, improve
the price of the public lands? Therefore if the new
States are to be compensated, the old States ghould also
be compensated, snd the General Government would have
little else to do than to t balances. Pennsylvania
would come in for a share, for she has incurred
more debtsin the of railroads and canals lead-
in%to the West than any other State in the Union.

t is further urged, as an argument in favor of thesg
bills, that the Government, altho it grants alternate
sections five miles on ench side of roads, makes mo-
ney by the tion, because it doubles the price of those
retained, thus promotes sale and settlement. Now,
although this is true to some extent, it is not a better
measure than the oné 1 g?me; besides, it is lisble to
the many objections which I have stated.

But, if the construction of these railroads do thus en-

farmers are cverywhore the basis ﬂm?m!ﬁuﬁ into the haven of success.
L]

a8 better
thnWM’ railroad

stitutional question, the measure which I advocate as o | y

rs and contestants, is satisfied, for the present, withy
eat the government of the affairs of this
on,

E

pg gives us many

eder§ and example in inwlliﬂh_mﬂmhgum
: concern, but which

M 1 a8 is perhaps worthy of
in any thing else. It is true, that able Senator

#n recently endeavoring to convince us that his
poncern”' is, after all, not so very deep; perhsps

ex but little beyond the result of the next Presi-

dential If it means no more than he recently

hance the value of the public domain, why do uot those

to themselves the public lands.
It is suid, however, in answer to constitutional scruples,

6. To graduate and reduce the

These alternate-section bills not commend them-
selves to my favorable consideration, because—

rlr.\-adTh‘y connect thi.suﬁovmmqt p:it:u.‘ ’;ystlcm of in-
te improvements which, in my opi volves a ne-
cessity for u latitudinous ommihm of the Constitution
violative of its principles. They provide for sn internal-
improvement system in disguise. It is an oblique mode
of legislation. *

2. These bills, if passed, will derange our admirable
land system, which has worked so well for many years
past, and bring numerous applicants here for years to
come. They are local and partisl in their character, and
will change the gourse of settlement from one part of a
State to another. They do not provide gemeral ** rules
and regulations.”

3. They assert the principle that this Government can
aid works of internal improvement in States where there
arc public lands, and ‘cannot where there are none.

4. In point of fact, they provide for a partial distribu-
tion of the public lands injurious to the old Stites, and
portions of the new ones, through which the roads do not
pass, DBesides, they facilitate the crestion of monopolies;
for as soon as the grants are made to the States, a& in the
case of the Illinois grant, they are forthwith transferred
to railroad egmpanies.

5. The public lands have cost this Government, com-
posed of all the States, large sums of mouey, and
sums have been received therefor. The recordsshow that
we have received nearly as much as we have paid out,
provided the Indian annuities, and Indian department, and
Indian wars are net taken into consideration. The ac-
count is pretty nearly balanced, and there remains vast
quantities unsold. It is estimated that we have about
fourteen hundred millions of acres, including the Indian
territory, undisposed of. Inview of the increasing strength
of the Western country, and of the fact that many of our
lands have been o long time in market, and the States
cannot tax them; and in view of many other considera-
tions, I think it is to graduste and reduce the
price thereof, not only to actual settlers, but generally.

6. Graduate and reduce the price of the public lands,
and leave the construction of railronds, &e., as in the old
States, to State and individual enterprise. is vlan is
simple; it Mrnishes cheap homes to g:ur settlers, pro-
Motes good feeling among the Btates, abates the tendency
to centralization, prevents monopolies, and is free from |
constitutional objections. Our land system presents other
questions besides those of money and finance.

These are some of the j
these alternate-section bills. They are decided, radical,
and eonstitutional, and such as in my audpent outweigh
any considerations of public policy which may be urged
in their behalf.

My ohjections, if good, are equally decisive against the

large | port to make any

Ill!ﬂ Ohjﬂﬁm'hiﬂhlhl?ttﬂimlin.of u““‘dmm

that it has been the practice of the Government to grant
alternate sections to aid in the construction of canals and
the i ent of rivers. Precedents are cited, aund
the aid of t names called in. Sir, I admit the prece-
dents, but &their force. Precedents! Why, they can
be found in this Government for any thing and every
thing. They rise up like Banquo’s ghost. . Our evil
deeds live after us. We are not in Westminster Hall, how-
ever, where precedents are i binding. Great
names are brought forward. Mr. Calhoun’s opinion has
been cited. Upon what great question of constitutional
construction have not our great statesmen been about
equally divided? and some of them have been found upon
both sides of the same question. Take the questions of
the bank, tariff, internal improvements, sub-treasury,
slavery, &c., and I can show IE? opinions of statesmen
equally eminent on both sides. I therefors think it my
duty to read the constitution for myself; and if I am in
doubt, T go on the side which gives least power to the
General Government, nnd most to the States. I confess
that 1 prefer the opinions expressed by President Polk in
his celebrated veto message of the river and harbor bill,
to those of any other statespian upon the subject of in-
ternal improvements.

The constitation gives s ' power to dispose of
and make all needfid rules regulations respecting the
territory snd other property belonging to the United
States.” The bills we are called upon to pass do not pur-
“rules” (and all rules we make
here should be general) respecting the public lands.
Who will deny the correctness of this proposition? If we
suthorize railroads through the different land States, and
change the price sometimes within five and sometimes
within fifteen miles of the roads, every one must see that
speculation, injustice, and endless confusion and litigation
must be the result. If we grant lands to aid one rail-
road, we must make grants to aid all other projected
roads. We make rules—in other words, we make laws—
with & view to dispose of the public lands, not with a
view to construct railroads and canals. Besides, what
right have we to make rules which will promote the sale
and settlement of the public lands in one section of a
State, and not in motﬁw! Who will say that this ques-
tion is not properly put? Every man of experience, it
seems 1o me, must see the confusion, beneficial only to
speculators, {o which such s policy would lead. And
again : every body knows that nearly all the lands upon
the line of these roads have been sold. Why, then, call
it a bill granting alternate sections, when it is well known
that they will be obliged to go off ten or fifteen miles from

lioe required quantity—to wit,
five miles on each side of the road?

It has been said, and intimated again and again, that
this Government and the old States have a unjustly
toward the new States. I cannot admit the fuet. By

amendment of the honorable SBenator from Kentucky.
That provides for an equal grant to the old States for
purposes of internal im| t. If a grant cannot
properly be made to one of the land States for purposes of
inte improvement, it follows that it cannot be made to
the old Stutes, to say nothingof the propriety orimpropriety
of one State holding lands in snother. If s division is to be

among all the States. 1 do not say that

pacts with the new States upon their ndmission into
| the Union, five per cent. of the nett receipts of the sales of
| the public lands is set apart for the use of such States.

Three per cent. is to be snnually paid to the respective
l (new) States, and two cent. to used in construct-
| ing ronds to and through them. In most instances, how-

ever, the whole five per cent. has been paid to the new

e - | States. Out of this three and two cent. fund over
made, the most unobjectionable mode, in my opinion, is | $4,000,000 have been paid to the I::'Bm_ Nearl

to divide the proceeds of the sales of the w&uﬁ:!“’m_mmﬂmu

in constructing the Cum-
berland road, tonand through the publiclands. The Gene-

policy ; 1 only wish now to be understood as saying that | ,,) Government paid the emnm of each State while a
d

1 prefer it to the pm{odtion submitted by the homorable |
Senator from Kentucky. The lands are now indebted to |
the customs. It will take fifty-five or sixty millions of:
acres yet to satisfy the land warrants recently authorized

to be issued to soldiers. Large sums are yet due the dif- |
ferent tribes of Indians under treaties. The expenses of
the land department are very heavy. All things consid-
ered, T do not believe this Government will ever receive a |
dollar of nett revenue from lands; and therefore, if dis- |
tribution is made to the States, it must be from moneys |
collected at the custom-houses. If all public lands |
should be ceded to the States in which they lie, and we |
have nothing but the proceeds of the sales in the Territo-

ries, the ] 1 am quite certain, will bring us annually |
in debt. I want the revenue from to
their purchase, the Indian annuities, and the cost

their

of |
sdministration, The Post Office Department is made to | pfr.

support itself ; so should the land dopartment.
ere may be defects in our present land system, but I
doulbt human wisdom could devise one which
would thus far have worked better. We must have s
general
modificution of the present ome. to make
general laws for the public good, and the fewer they are
in number the better. All Gwmc;h should have some
settled policy. We cannot legislate in regard to particn-
Iar localities. We cannot properly or wisely judge whether
a railrond should run enst, n::.rrﬁ, or south,
~ of the old Btates might want a to
another way. Hence questions are brought u
per for adjudieation in Congress. Wh
vide for a sale and settlement of the pul

not pro-

but one rational answer to this question. Every

law will operate injuriously in particular cases, there-

Some | §
Tan one Weg, ]&:uhﬁfrodM)wlmhﬁ

l

Territory, and gave each o of outfit. Besides, over
twenty millions acres of the public lands have been given
to the new States for common schools, universities, seats
of government, salines, deaf and dumb asylums, &e.

And again: as an evidence that this Government has
extended s kind and liberal hand to the people of the
West and Southwest, I:ﬁli u;tdthdr pt:;, mdnmvidl’]“d
pmm‘vepcﬂhtn ements individual, so-
cial, and national wealth and prosperity. It is unexam-
pled in the history of nations. Every stroke of the
woodman's axe beyond the Mississippi seems to enlarge
their dominion and ttheir power. Tono one does

augmen
this prosperity afford more sincere than to my-
self. Ttis a grest and glorious spectacle to see the hu-

man family thos out, not lawlessly, but under the
inﬂutum‘ﬁu:s our Government, to cultivate and
the earth, and eably to its broad pa-
| trimony. valdms:l‘ with such a
ple. For many reasons, which I t state, T ve
they will do as much if not more than other portion
of our people to preserve and perpetuate this Government.
'ﬂuz must trade in the East, and hence the
of the Union i# necessary for them. We ought to adopt
a liberal pnﬂoyw'udlthouwhnh.dthnmhhd:ﬁ
ﬁ into subjection the wild and unbroken lands of
derness. Hence I bring forward this measure to
duate and reduce the price of the Tuhl.ie lands, (in len of
Il operate beneficially to
ploneer, and cut up the schemes dr-
culators by the roots. It must be apparent to all ';:

We Pro- | o must choose one measure or the other. I

hna-i:-p-r--.s,.,d
ticular part of a new State, and not another? Thereis| ey

It is the only one which, in my opinion,

House. The more landholders we have, the
the security for our preseut form of government.
es, the rights and interests of the laboring classes

can pass

fore complaints may seem to be justl mude;hutitllonldlmm be lookod to snd oared for. If there is no

be remembered that it is much er to point to defects

than to devise remedies, to touch blemishes than to ex-
tract them, to demolish an edifice than to metnmw!mnﬂldshm-ﬂim

nient substitute,

If we should cede the public lands to the twelve States
in which they lie, we wounld still be obliged to keep up the
sion would not, therefore, much diminish the expenses;
nor would it, in my opinion, much more benefit the new
States than to graduste and reduce the price. If the
new States were to take them, they would be obliged to
inour the expense of their administration. Besides, one
Btate would adopt one system, and another State another,

The good of the country does not require at present so
rash a disruption of the present system. These twelve

place
| where they can obtain land cheap, &e mgpl: of labor in
an

will be forced as they arein E 3

| The evils of & redundant rpﬂhdm should be avoided,

especially in & republic. 1 would like to see every labor-

| ing man have a home which he could call his own, and

which he has however cheap. Men, in this

country, though poor, do notlike to live upon the charity

of their neigh or the bounty of their Govern-

ment. | am willing that the Western peopl; um::!:go

| on prospering and complaining. ty in et

benefits the ‘hn. They can make hr;erypmhnm of

| manufactured articles, and, besides, they must bring their

| tlrl“duwr::i” our railroads and canals. The interests of
! are 1

2 procal. That t und states-
land States now ask & cession to them of the public lands | "y ©EC Jefferson,) &‘m"f" s

within their territorial limits. Some of the old States re- 5

fuse, and demand that the proceeds of the sales thereof i 2 M‘ et him than “L“M-ﬂ of his day, made
be divided smong all. Men sometimes display f-t wis- ‘le aad Wes ch ;“J’ well be applied to the Western peo-
dom in making concessions at the proper time, w P ostern Btates :

ere prin-
" . 1 *“Bo we have gone on,” are hi rds, “ and so we shall go on,
ciple is not concerned. Charles 1. had no wisdom or:hul el gone on, ' are his wo o on,
sort, and lost bis head ; George 1IL did pot know when ::w;,' !+ N““’"' "“"“ ‘Z'Joml °mgﬁl:;.'::uMml::‘m|:

to yield a little, and lost his colonies. The man

ufacturers
made a grest mistake in not accepting MeKay's tariff bill | by man.”

in 1844, for in 1846 one was passed far more o
ble to them. It séems to me that the Reprosentatives o
the old States ought now to agree to

the new States e
jects, by means w ey expect to most o
E: blie lands and break up the present Iuﬂmn.
¢ bill under eonsideration is called “* A bill grant
the right of way and making & grant of land to

of lowa in aid of the construction of certain railroads in M“I- demand is about 3,000,000, If we

State.” To the grant of a right of way I have no of
That would be a valuable grant

ect of the bill is indicated in the title, te wit, * to aid
i It will not do to call &
railronds a measure to

i’awth construction of railronds.”
plan

graduate and reduce

the price of the public lands; and the Representatives of
P P s ghveup o lIofl&aﬂovmmmtlo.doptm

prosper an
| tlon powerful, wise, and happy beyond what has yet been seen

| Thowe who ask the passage of these hills complain that

r| public lands have been & long time in market, and have

| not been sald, lndtbuiln:ht to be a plﬂvful'-ruq

ttl t. I admit th it . -

settlemen it that a large of the public do-

f' ;u:nfn has been a long time in uthel:.‘;ﬂbutm reason for
it is

. lpmnt. The records show that the supply is
¢ State | E::m the demand.  We survey and bring annuslly

market about 12,000,000 of nores, and
pass all these railrond

in the old Stutes. The real | billa, we will only be able o sell about half that quantity,

because the States or railroad com to
ts are made will supp! Ihoothfmk:l'! l&:—ﬂm
a part of the wise oy of this Government, T
the and settlement of the publie
Innds, Juckson, ns far back ae 1882, well snid in
| his annual message of that yenr:
that the settlemen
hwofmdﬁzy-b!lo. ﬁ:’-:m
and strength of a country are its populstion ; and the best part

:
H
if

¥ | be satisfied with the present existing state of things at

o srray and party conflicts degenerate into

¢ demand, and il

who desire to construct them enter and take up all the
land through which they pass at the minimum price be-
fore they the work, and thus the increase in value

will inure to their own advan! and not to that of the
Government. Those who wish 8 oan therefore seques
ter them for their own use.

But the practical c'Ienﬁnn of these grants, as exemr
e

plified in the cnse of ﬁrlnt at the first seasion of thy

mlemhbu"'ﬂﬁb{ewnm lt:d:::
mm“ mﬁl‘. means Ddlhl‘

dpﬂidla snd ridioulous, sad it is not worth a single
: nwmamdhi.mddguiq;itl:’d

not wi as a grave proposition to be entertained week:
sharﬁln tglmmmibuofthe United Btates,
ture after Legisla--
ture, in resolutions formally and here gravely pre.-
sented. But, if it means any thing, it means o subversion

lnst C to Illinois, is this: the grant is made to the
State, and forthwith a company is incorporated, the :
transferred to the company, and thus a railroad compan,
becomes the owner of vast bodies of land, m% tlm1
same, and thus constructs the road. 1 do not

General Government
facilities for the multiplication of incorporated companies.
On Saturday last I observed by the papers a complimen-
tary dinner was given at one of the hotels in this city by
a committee of Illinois railroad company to the INli-
nois delegation in Co 8, in honor of their success,
They came here, no doubt, to return thanks for the patron-
age of the Federal Government,

I have thus, Mr. President, briefly, though I fear im-
perfectly, stated my views upon the,important subject
now under consideration. I have ed languago to as-
certain with how few words I could facts and argu-
ments and make myself understood. ¢ Senate and my
constituents will judge with what success upon this ocea-
Slon.

SPEECH OF MR. EWING,
OF KENTUCKY,
On the Homestead Bill—Non-Intervention.

In Tae Hovse or RerrEsExtamives, Aerin 24, 1852,

The House being in Committee of the Whole on the
state of the Union on the Homestead Bill—
Mr. EWING said: Mr. Chairman, I do not propose to
confine myself to the merits of the bill immediately under
the consideration of the committee, although I conceive it
has merits, and I am inclined to give it my vote. I look
upon it at least as one of the mest harmless developments |
of that idea of progress now so prevalent in the country;
and in the géneral distribution of the public lands which
is threatened, I know of no more worthy recipients who
are likely to be benefited than those proposed in the bill.
Besides, there is ps no other by which any
portion of the citizens of my own State will ever be made
to share in the distribution.
In reference to this idea of progress, Mr. Chairman,

] the | tertained and scted
ought thus to lend itself to create |under various pretexts, and for various p\u?euﬁ for the
or

of the whole spirit and character of our institutions and
our Government. Bring me no precedents from the his-
tory of European nations, I have not read the bloody
pages of their history in vain. I know that they have en--
many schemes of intervention,.

preservation of the balance of or, or their own
l‘ﬁndlsmt. We know that they have dome this at
an ineileulable expense of treasure and of blood, as in the
case of Great Britain, st the cost of an enormous public
bt upon her shoulders, which she never can and never
opes to get rid of. I have read that one of her earliest
npts at the exercise of foreign power was the send-
ing of the two regiments to T:
germ of that standing arm which the heart of.
pvery free-born Briton so long revolted, but which, at
length, with all their other evils, they have become used
to, and now quietly submit to.

This Government, if I have any appreciation of its
genius and character, is not a ent in the sense in
which the term is applied to those of Europe. Itisa
Government formed with limited powers—powers recog-
nised and conceded to be limited in all that ‘IP‘MS to
pur domestic policy. If I ask you to expend the paltry
sum of $50,000'to clear out the dam at the head of Cum-
berland island, the eyes and hands are elevated in patri-
atic horror and indignation at this us violation of
the Constitution. And yet we are called upon, in the as-
sertion of the principles of universal humanity, and in re-
dressing the wrongs of men and nations, to exercise pow-
ers unknown and unlimited. Tell me not that the foreign
policy of this Government must be a unit, and, being in
no reserved to the States, belongs in the whole to the
Federal Government. There are powers which belong to
weither, as the power to that condition of a re-
publican form of government imposed Il]::l the admission
. md:reuedm mmﬁm by the sther. Th fo:i::

e one, or di y the X e
power of the Federal Government is guarded in the Con-
stitution with no less care than its domestic—each grant
being doled out with avaricious caution—no one being
supposed to cover any other mot clearly involved in it.
The power to ‘‘declare war,” not with it the

ers, which became the

one much derided upon the ome hand and perhaps extrn-
vagantly lauded upon the other, allow me to say that there
never was a humbug so ty, never & philosophy so vain,
which met, for any 1 of time, with any response
from any quarter which not at its basis some founda-
tion of truth. And it does not become ns to reject even
popular error without sifting out and separating the truth
which has given it currency.

We are told that progress is an empty word; that it
means ev thing, or that it means no . Not wo, sir.
It may be shadowy, indefinite as that mysterious, uncer-
tain future to which it refers, and in which it lives. It is
no fixed measure or series of measures; it is a spirit, a
vivifying princ¢iple. Why, Mr. Chairman, he who preaches
content hes o false philosophy. He who tells us to

any time will teach in vain. That restless, dissatisfied
spirit—that irrepressible longing after something new, |
something better in the future—that never-dying hope, |
urging us ever onward, was implanted in us by Him who
made us doubtless to induce us to seek a better world than
this ; and inherent and ineradicable as it is in man, it
manifests itself in all with which he has to do, in every re-
Intion in which be is called to wot, individual, social, and
political. 1 believe there is an idea y prevalent
at the present time in the country that a new era has
arisen—that another political oycle has revolved itsell—
that new mensures must be adopted, new principles evolv-
ed, perhaps new attitudes and relations of es. The
time has come, as [ humbly conceive, in the convictions
of the American ,wknnduﬁmndh«luin
whether there is country s party, in any or all po-
litical organizations, in whatever seotion,
with sufficient power to control the of the coun-
try, and having a sincere love and admiration fer the con-

and provisions, and a living faith in Union and its
permanency, who are mdzto act upen that faith, and,
8o acting, to go on in the t of the happiness
and greatness of this country, to make it

t lest empire the world

necessary concomitant, follow
evil, is tolerated as an inevitable onme.

than a struggle for the spoils, an indignant and impatient
people will reject the outrageons imposition.
But, sir, the iden of progress under the broad shield of

Bourbons. - H:;nmmmmup
name, to w t ve no right or title, like the
St g - L

e true religion.
Kossuthism is defunoct, and douldinnllymm
sense either to advooate or op it on this floor.
king of spouters, that hmo}mdhgpeﬂuh.huﬂo
his campaign of five hundred es in less than four
months-—I confide in his own , rather than under-
take the enumeration myself —and nceomplished n

though a brilliant failure. He has strutted as a hero his
brief hour upon the stage; he has drunk the brimming
oup of adulstion, until a , Wiser brain than his

might have reeled with the delicious intoxication ; he has
been called » second W
not, unless perhaps because Washington was said to be »
of retreats, and he himself has achieved one of the

k|

Xenophon down—a retreat from a hundred and thi ve
thousand of his own men, with five hundred field

son
; he only lingers on the stage after his in

I!?h—lﬁ.mlhm“ Imml:l-i:‘drt for

imaginary , and his forty thousand two dollar mus-

- would support a missionary
in the not startle us, only beosuse,
in the extravagance of their insane folly, they sink into

stitution, the whole constitution, in all of its parts and |

, for what reason 1 know -

most extraordinary retreata on record, from the time of e,

wer to t letters of marque and nor even
'f: “raise ﬁu" or “mdnuinauv;.r'.:ithuut express
grants for the purpose. For the framers of that instro-
ment well knew that the danger of a nsurpation of power
was aven greater, and the results infinitely more -
dous, in the foreign relations than in the estic ndmin-
istration of the .:dm In‘&t.iho latter, l:h 'ill‘i b]:
carefully watched nst, as it shou!
by the {nﬁnus local and rival interests to be affected.
Sir, from my limited reading of history I feel warranted
in saying—and, if time allowed, I might cite examples

even with the learned Senator from that ifever
the fate of all republics should become the fute of
our own; if ever the liberties of this ple shall be

trampled under the iron lieel of military despotism, it will
be upon the basig of federal consolidation, and through
the means of fo war. How ind ble, then, was
it that the F Government sh be comstituted as
it was, self-defensive, sive, the Constitution
formed, ns it describes itself, for the * common defence,”
to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our
posterity.

I will not go back to search the writings of Washing-
ton, with those gentlemen who have taken extracts wrest-
ed from their context, and perverted from their true

ing to look fifty or sixty years in ad , he only attempt-
ed, in his Farewell to give counsel and fix the
policy of the for his own time. I care not for
that.

th s sparsely country, with an immense ter-
ritory not sufficient for its culti-
vation—the more rapid t of which is the ohject
of the bill mow our we in the
condition of those oountries, to whom war
is sometimes a menns

reform,
a tolerable evil, with its compensatory advan! 1 Are

we powerful enongh, generous enough, having little enongh
. for or care for at home, to go sbroad and to under-

i

‘the prejudices of n thousand years can be cust aside, as
‘old worn out and to be abandoned ; if"
those fetters which have eaten into their very

that chain which clanks about the very heart itself; if
they can rid thessselves of institutions, and the preju-

:
I

douonwﬂcﬁa-th:hlﬂmﬂoummded;‘w h?i
Insted so a8 o become time-honored, o
their politi uﬂmm&dt,mmme
from their natural and social existence, this is

and their only hope. Onemmnutquum an un

ling mation. ¥is absurd. When a whole people become
fully impressed with the conviction that free institutions
w mummﬁqmwo-m:-g

the customs nnd'usages of the y-to which I bel

I love progress-of thievight loﬂ-;’g:lt progress vh!el:g
been for fifty years an American idea. There wns in that
iden of an *ogean-bound republic” st least someth!
patriotio, ng which stirred the heart and lppa_i:
to the pride of everylover of his country. Ilove nataral,

‘progress,
ull their consequences, the sdvance to true happiness and
truegutu But: let us not turn back B
what I' fear is s hopeless task, to regenerate the
worn-out, effete institutions of E . Let crumbling

dynasties and
lot the dead bury the

the relative geo; of Europe the balance of the
world. We segq::u to nmmr, that of the nine
hundred millions now inhabiting the globe only a frac.
tion dwell on that small of earth. Bir, when I hear
men talk politics, as if were the world, and her
chances and and her fiat its destiny, I think of
the Yankee who went to London during the * World’s
Fair,” and being asked his opinion of England, which he
saw for the first time; said it was a fine country—well
cultivated, but mighty small—he felt cramped ever since
he had been on the islond—had no exercise at all, he was
sfraid to take a morning walk for fear of walking off the
edges somewhere. [mhur. Let us learn for once
that Europe is but a on of the habitable globe,
and that things will not and cannot always remain as they
‘nre. ‘Let us, in the trme spirit of American progressisn,
look to the future and not to the past. This continentis
broad enough to sa all our aspirations—a theatre
lurge enough upon which to develop the true 'ir!.noipln of
modern American civilization. Why, sir, the march of
civilization, like the march of christianity, has been from
the days of the wise men of Chaldea down to the present
time, from East to West. You might ns well attempt to
turn back the natural sun in its course as to revers the
sun of civilization in its westward way. This is the course
it ever has pursued, and this must be the course which it
ever will }mnu. Following its way, we ourselves have
linr;td:-p ;I:f.&d our feet upon the shores of the é’m
and there sprung up a mighty empire, more

work of magic than the slow growth of mations. My
friend before me (Mr. Ho(}omlz looks the personifica-
tion of -pride as I utter it. From that Western
shore, the genius of American progress al looks be-
«ond the ocean to. that great and won country,
whose trade has enriched every nation which has enjoyed
its harvest. I greet with pleasure e scheme which
contemplates n more m&, rapid, ::rdqunnnt inter-
course between that land and our own, My heart

responded cordially to the spirit which prompted the re-
cent Jupan expedition. Quiet and 88 it is,
there is more of the genuine spirit of it than

;.]nsl.l the ﬂ:{eh es about the p:]i.lncip e: of universal
umanity, berty, fraternity, equality—of Hungarian,
French, or Italian e:.q The far-seeing eye of
Napoleon turned to that rich in the gifts of Heaven—
rich in historical associations—with its dim annals half
mythic, half historical—going back to the time when in-
fant man had sonrce left the tutelage of the parent Crea-
tor—to that land he ever looked as the true battle-ground
upon which the & for su was to
be fought. And in the days of his retirement, looking

being | back upon his career, he felt that his mission was unful-

filled. He declured that Sir Sidney Smith had stood at
Acre between him and his destiny, Sir, ;]nn that battle-
field isto be fought & battle of emulation, of philanthropy—
a struggle between Christian civilization and the semi-
barbarism of ignorance and ion—a struggle far
nobler, with far different weapons, with far higher ends
and nobler purposes, and I hope, for mankind, with far
happier results, than the m-.:ig!u of Napoleon. There

where the lamp of religion learning was first }t up,
its light will b’h'aluud-—he where the long
chequered of the misery and the bar-

barism and ei the on and the elevation
of man, the closing scene of the grand drama will be con-
summated.

L ————

A SUMMER EXCURSION TO THE NORTHWEST.
FROM THE SAVANNAH REPUBLICAN OF MAY 1,
Apnrgofla&und gentlemen leave here this morn-
ing, by the Central Road, on & summer exoursion to the
t Prairies of the Northwest. They oonsist of Mr.
tephen Clay King, of Wayne county, his lady, two
daughters, and three sons, and Mr. Henry
Glynn county, snd one or two gentle-
men. A member of the party passed on some time
since to St. Louis to lay in provisions and provide con-
veyanoes.
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being damaged by a
are adapted for them, from

zmh mlﬂ"“!*‘mﬂ
the water in the vessel Our informant has
seen md::-hﬂhth“ﬂlzﬂulﬂw::
e ke from 1l grownd.  Thie ship has no less than
one hundred tons for our horticulturists and oitizens, who
are already the advantage in the
ground around : at only s

when come fully to understand and & inte:

nature of those institutions, they will establish them
, I'love : Tlove swrd;ror'iumyw

tionof its 1 do not abuge the term, andifil

motl ;-1 should say that I was a ** young Ame-
s ter:] But we havenot that

yet on the House, and Ilike to conform to |

the development of true principles, in |

take care of themselves— |
1 fear we shall never learn |

Iadepeadent | breeze, in the dead undilc;l.m,wunhmm'mge;izitkunﬂﬂw of 4 ﬂun.l::imil byth:hdemtot - LAWS OF PHE UNITED #PATES. -~
¥ t wes Austris, Brennus like, flings one scale the sword; | o oo ¢ the : /
popular tide, which, akea at bear | wad into the other the’ valorous Senator from Michigan ) Mg"‘ﬂ:_l_ﬂ"!ﬂ*&wﬁ%-
ﬁuﬁ:" ;'W ur:."b " B ket 40 S the meals, At % Y
[ npt en 8- | cern. : ~] to t Seepoy
“l?ot t.tluihlpihvwl Jn‘ndl; 'tml;:mh mw.t- ¥ armies, and of — ACT S ——
now presen te, Judge | us are oourse | AN to extencd the time for selecting lands
wis m.;&gu the question of the relative lh""m““lh ' from Michi- to the Biate of quhrnuus mud
the two of the earth, the up-side and the will come forth from the conflict. But, | e it en by the Senate and House of ] tives:
-3""" ‘I much fear If the destinies of | sir, it is not resolutions, conslder- | of the United States of America in That
mua__ e into his hands—and I believe he | od, diplomutisally pe sbly sdvocated by the Senator | the timo for selecting lunds for saline purposes, granted
10 less—an ‘“ocesn-bound republio,” with all lnthudwTd . or resolutions diotated | 10 the State of Wiscondin by virtue of the fourth subdi-
ds inoluded, has become too small a theatre for | by Kossuth at I i ‘Wb.%w vision of the sewenth section of an act entitled ** An act
thog ambition, has shrunk into too parrow a field [ a mass meoting—these are nol ﬁ,,{,[“. are | $o smabile the of Wi in T sy g
'A&'dhnryuh?: rhe_.l'imohumw.ui :::ngcr Mm.:q wre those opinions which Mnﬂdmmwfu zud-.iulnnol
opinfon, we should have a poliey.” possession i which deep, into the Unien,” sixth
ear that the destinies of this good mother earth mﬂcﬁmammmmmhm _-“ Eth “Mmmmﬁﬁf
not be wery safe in his hands ; that the old beldam | severed from it; which puss from hesrt to heart with: u“y.awmnmmm“,.c.]“g.
rock to her foundation; we would have to write | electric communiomtion. These wre the opinions wiich nry, in the year eighteen hundred snd fifty-four; and the
it, ns we lo W“_ t side up with | are stronger than armies, besause thoy take possessiomof | land so selectod to the duy last mentioned, shall
mp. In the locomotive spirit of his pro- | armies themselves, sad turn them against the tyramts| be to said State for same p on the
¢y her progress the heavens | whom they served. And, gir, how arv those opinions or- nmmmm. pot, as if the same had
be altogethe.x too ; her very revolutions would ted, propagated, snd sustained ! By the contempli- | beer selooted and confiermed the time limited by
eand , not half so stirring as of the -mplaofmg-hus,m'moﬁ?;w thie ast-above mentioned.
French revolution, almost as antique and , and our power. The very fuot that we, in do- | Approved, May 4, 1859,
te us the prineiples of our own, I admire the bold- nothing more tham taking care of ourvelves, have | —
i , w.hile T am startled at their novelty. | prospered, is a suffigient reason for the pro and [Pustic A 0. 12.]
hizn to be & true and lineal descendant of that | support of such opiniens as these. Such are | AN ACT to change the time of boldiog fhe United States
Douglass, * thiat spri Scot o’ Scots,” whom | more powerful than armies. Why, the moral influence of thM“h‘.‘m
ilosophier’, John Falstaff, said * would run | our example has gone throughout Europe with a power mum»mm-mumvm
_ o' horseback.”  The Benator from | more imposing than the march of armles or the the United:States of Amerisuin Congress assembled, That
Michig . Cans, ) follovring after with a sort of | of navies—irresistible, subverting empires, ov. 8 & Couste of the Unitod States fov the State of
fogy puce in this race of progress, only exci econ- | dynasties, and aw, whole nations of p toa shall be held in enchiand yeur as follows
erypt and derision of his more youthful and cond- | consciousness of their rights. 'If ever the deliverauce of | A4 Mobile on tise fourth Monday in and the i
Europe is to be effeoted, it is by such means s these, If R
an 1

entitled ‘* Am act the' selection of places
for Jocation and erection of the buildings of the
of ;" smd for o '-:‘poln.
.A;"ﬂ of the o O'ﬁ"llp‘:'l MH!::;
on
of January, hﬁ wad fify-one, and
Counch oF s Thatteny 0 104 Se58 Ay of Pobesacn

WHAT I8 A KOS8SUTH BOND*
A gentleman who.got ‘“sucked in’’ with one ‘the other
day, to the amount.of one dollar, has kindly losned (not
given) it to us, that.we may determine to what species of °
humbug it belongs. It is dated New York, February 2,
1852, check letter B, No. 20,708. At the top isthe genius
of liberty treading on the neck of a king. At the bottom,
on the left, is a full portrait of Kossuth, with his hat and
feather; on the right.the personification of Liberty. The
filling up is as follows :
“HUNGARIAN FUND.

“On demand one year after the establishment in fact
of the IsprreNpENr HuNeaniax Goverxmest, the holder
heseof shall be entitled to Omx Donnam, paysble at the
National Treasury, or at either of its Agencies at London
or New York, or to exchange the same in sums of Fifty

or over, for certificates four per cent. in-
terest, payable in.ten equal annual instalments from one -
year said event. “L. Kossoru."
It will be observed that Kossuth does not promise to pay
this money himzelf, nor does he promise that any body
else shall pay it, but only that the bearer shall be * en-
titled” to receive it, i. e. If he can get it, either at the-
Agency of the Hungarian Treafury i London or in New
York, i. e. if there should be any such agency, in one year
after the establishment in fact of the Hungarian Govern-
ment, i. e if there should be any such Government. If
he did promise- that it should be paid by the Hungarian.
Government, they would be no more bound by his promise.
than we are. He was once Governor of Hungary, but
formally resigned the trust when the crisis came, so that
“Robin's alive” did not even die in his hand. Such
“‘bonds” are & burlesque upon the very idea of a promise.
They are a fraud or & hambug on the face of them ; and
for that reason, if no other, ought not to be ;

[Journal of Commerce.

A PROPOSED **REFORM."”
Foxerixs.—An individual interested in the progress of
‘“ de fonetik siunsiz,” lately proposed to s pupil in this
study a translation of the ballad of ** Whoever stole our
old blue hen” as a specimen of the proficiency of the
student. We submit the first stanza, which we under-
stand is highly spproved by the ndmirers of *‘ fonetiks.”
It may serve to show what s rareimprovement some folks
are trying to introduce into our common schools for the
benefit of the rising generation :

Huewr stol er olbluhen,
Tha'd betr letur B.
She ullwsz lad
& Sundiz she lad 3.
Certainly our Legislature must be vastly behind the
age not to sanction the project of discarding the *old
fogy"” English langusge for this delightful “ new fogy"

If we are rightly informed, the *fonetiks” are to be

than the cabalistioal ** hookiticrooks” of * fonetik siuns.”
The Delphic oracle, it will be remembered, wrote very
bad Greek,

A little crazy, but no less divine.
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